[The history of myasthenia gravis. Men and ideas.]
The first description of a patient with myasthenia gravis was done by Thomas Willis (1621-1675). He was an eminent professor of natural history at Oxford University who also described the arteries of the brain and made the first precise drawings of it. At the present time myasthenia gravis is considered one of the most well described autoimmune diseases with great advances in its diagnosis, pathophysiology and treatment. In this review we summarize the most important events and ideas in the history of this disease since the original description by Willis; mention the most important clinicians, anatomists and physiologists that were concerned with its understanding and make reference of some the most recent advances in its diagnosis and treatment and finally discuss some present controversies. Neurología 2007;22(0):0-0.